Stamps Devoted to Pioneers of Orthopaedic Surgery
In order to convey the most important details of a historic figure's life, postage stamp artists (designers and engravers) typically use little text, choosing instead to utilize the small ''canvas'' they have available for imagery: a portrait, full-face bust, or pictorial surrounded by symbols unique to the subject [25] . These symbols and pictorial designs often include bright and distinct colors chosen by the designers and placed onto the stamp by engravers [25] . The stamps described below tell a story and offer a unique window into the history of some of the most influential surgeons in the history of our specialty.
In 1964, the U.S. Postal Service issued a stamp ( Fig. 1 to focus on specialized medicine and integrated patient care. This incredible foresight led to the development of numerous clinical specialties, including orthopaedics [15] .
Issued in Rochester, Minnesota, the home of the famed clinic, the 5-cent US stamp features bronze busts of the Mayo brothers designed by prominent American sculptor James Earle Fraser [17] . The bureau of engraving and printing printed the stamp in green [17] , which is often considered the symbolic color of nature and healthy living. The stamp also shows the staff of Asclepius, the Greek God of health and healing, on the lower left corner. The caduceus, which looks similar to the staff of Asclepius, has been recognized as the symbol of American Naval hospitals since 1856. After 1902, the caduceus was recognized as the symbol of all American military hospitals [11] .
The staff of Asclepius can also be found in a stamp dedicated to Adolf Lorenz (1854-1946). Shortly after graduating from medical school, Lorenz developed a severe allergy to carbolic acid, which was often found in operating rooms at the time. Unable to perform in the operating room, Lorenz concentrated on nonoperative treatments. Lorenz became known for his closed reduction technique for congenital dislocation of the hip. In 1997, Austria honored him with a stamp printed for ''The Orthopaedic Congress.'' Designed by Maria Siegl, the stamp included a portrait of Lorenz, along with a bowed tree, representing Science of Orthopaedics. The rope around the tree symbolizes the snake, coiled to the staff of Asclepius.
Nikolay Pirogov (1810-1881) (Fig. 2) Marie François Xavier Bichat (1771-1802) is known for his contribution to histology. In 1959, he was honored with a stamp and a First Day Cover. His work, Physiological Research on the Life and Death, was symbolized on the stamp by the two torches placed at each side of his head. The picture on the First Day Cover was inspired from the book, Anatomie Générale: Appliquée à la Phsyiologie et à la Médecine, which was printed in 1812, in Paris [6] .
Many subspecialties in medicine, regard Hippocrates as the first representative of their specialty. Postal offices around the world released stamps with Hippocrates, like the one printed in his home, Greece, in 1979. On this stamp, the original marble statue of Hippocrates, which is now in his birthplace of Kos, can be seen. A reproduction of this bust has been presented to The University of Montpelier, one of the oldest medical schools of Europe, by the municipality of Kos to be exhibited along with the other bust of Hippocrates, which was donated to the university some 200 years ago by Napoleon Bonaparte. This statue of Hippocrates is widely accepted as his vision worldwide and being used to symbolize him in the academic world. The Greek stamp showed Hippocrates in front of his famous oath.
Ambroise Paré (1510-1590), made significant contributions to orthopaedics and traumatology. A royal surgeon, Paré proved the harmfulness of treating gunshot wounds with boiling oil and used ligature in amputation. Paré was comemmorated with a stamp in 1943, in France. Georges-léo Degorce (1894-1943) designed and engraved the stamp using Paré's portrait. While the original portrait used to be preserved in Cateau d'Azay-le-Rideau, it was later presented to The Academy of Surgery.
Jean Alfred Fournier (1832-1914) described what is known as ''Fournier's Tibia,'' which is the thickening and anterior bowing of the tibia due to congenital syphilis [7] . Two stamps with Fournier's portrait were issued in 1946 and 1947 in France. The stamps were designed by Paul Pierre Lemagny and engraved by Charles Paul Dufresne (1885-1956) . The picture of Fournier, showing his profile, was adopted from the bronze medallion and designed by Priest Jules from Clement for Fournier's 70th birthday in 1902. The revenue of this charity stamp went to The French Society for Sanitary and Moral Prophylaxis, whose founder was Fournier [9] . The organizations involved and the public complained about the small amounts printed and this led to a reedition of the highly in-demand stamp.
Mary Walker (1832-1919) served as an U. S. Army surgeon during the Civil War. In the war, the Confederate Army captured her as a spy after she crossed enemy lines to treat wounded civilians [21] . The Medal of Honor, which she was awarded for her efforts, can be seen in her portrait. On her 150th birth year, a stamp and First Day Cover were issued to commemorate her accomplishments.
The Turkish physician, Ibni Sina (980-1037), also known as Avicenna, studied in many areas of medicine. His worldwide famous medical book, Canon of Medicine, includes many issues, some of which are related to orthopaedics and traumatology. The other issues include: anatomy of the musculoskeletal system, treatment of fractures and dislocations, soft tissue and tendon injuries, and treatment of bone infections [2] . On his 1000th birth year, many countries issued two stamps for Ibni Sina. 
Conclusion
Despite faster communication methods, stamps and other philatelic materials remain an important means of delivering information to the general population. Through the use of easily identifiable symbols and imagery, stamp designs illuminate the visual history of our specialty by depicting pivotal figures and important events.
